
What Is VMware Workstation?
VMware® Workstation is powerful virtual machine software for 
developers and  system administrators who want to revolutionize 
software development, testing and deployment in their enterprise. 
Shipping for more than five years and winner of more than a dozen 
major product awards, VMware Workstation enables software 
developers to develop and test the most complex, networked, 
server-class applications running on Microsoft® Windows®, Linux® or 
NetWare® all on a single desktop. Essential features such as virtual 
networking, live snapshots, drag and drop and shared folders, and 
PXE support make VMware Workstation an indispensable tool for 
enterprise IT developers and system administrators.

How Is VMware Workstation Used?
With more than five years of proven success and millions of 
users, VMware Workstation improves efficiency, reduces costs 
and increases flexibility and responsiveness. Installing VMware 
Workstation on the desktop is the first step to transforming your IT 
infrastructure into virtual infrastructure. VMware Workstation is used 
in the enterprise to:

• Streamline software development and testing operations.

• Accelerate application deployments.

• Ensure application compatibility and perform operating 
system migrations.

How Does VMware Workstation Work?
VMware Workstation works by enabling multiple operating systems 
and their applications to run concurrently on a single physical 
machine. These operating systems and applications are isolated in 
secure virtual machines that co-exist on a single piece of hardware. 
The VMware virtualization layer maps the physical hardware 
resources to the virtual machine’s resources, so each virtual machine 
has its own CPU, memory, disks, I/O devices, etc. Virtual machines are 
the full equivalent of a standard x86 machine.

With VMware Workstation:

• Build complex networks – and develop, test, and deploy new 
applications – all on a single computer.

• Leverage the portability of virtual machines to easily share 
development environments and pre-packaged operating 
system/application testing configurations without risk. 

• Add or change operating systems without repartitioning 
disks or rebooting.

• Run new operating systems and legacy applications on one 
computer.

Why Does My Business Need VMware Workstation?
Since its launch in 1999, VMware Workstation has revolutionized the 
way software and IT infrastructure is developed and has become 
the de facto standard for IT professionals and developers worldwide. 
If your business is looking to simplify and accelerate development, 
testing and deployment of software and IT infrastructure, VMware 
Workstation is essential. When you deploy VMware Workstation in 
your environment you will:

• Shorten development cycles. • Increase productivity.

• Accelerate time-to-market.  • Improve project quality.

• Reduce problem resolution time.

PRODUC T DATASHEE T

“VMware Workstation has been great for several groups within our company. 
For example, in my group it saves a lot of time and effort when we test service 
packs. We can apply all the patches, and not have to commit changes until 
we’re sure everything works. Workstation has enabled us to reduce the number 
of PCs used by Engineering; Manufacturing, as well as Sales Engineers. All in all, 
it’s a real productivity enhancer as well as easy to set up, configure, and use.”

Tom Hurst
Senior Systems Administrator

Applied Innovation

VMware Workstation lets you run multiple operating systems – Windows, Linux, and NetWare – 
and their applications simultaneously on a single PC in fully networked, portable virtual machines.

VMware Workstation
Powerful Virtual Machine Software for the Technical Professional
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Why Use VMware Workstation?

USAGE SCENARIOS BENEFITS

Streamline Software Development and Testing

• Create multiple development and testing environments on a single system

• Build mission-critical Windows- and/or Linux-based applications

• Archive test environments on file servers and restore them quickly, as needed

• Test new application updates, OS patches and service packs on a single PC 

• Accelerate development cycles and reduce time to market

• Reduce hardware costs by 50-60%

• Reduce costly configuration and set-up time by 25-55%, freeing time to do 
important development and testing

• Improve project quality with more rigorous testing 

• Eliminate costly deployment and maintenance problems

Accelerate Application Deployment

• Test, configure and provision enterprise-class servers as VMware Workstation VMs 
and then deploy them on a physical server or a VMware server product

• Create a whole network of applications composed of multiple computers and 
multiple network switches in a set of virtual machines and test them without 
affecting the production network

• Test physical to virtual migrations for server consolidation and legacy application 
migrations

• Reduce hardware costs by 50-60%

• Improve quality of deployments 

• Improve productivity 

• Reduce risk to corporate networks by creating complex, secure and isolated 
virtual networks that mirror enterprise networks

Ensure Application Compatibility and Perform Operating System Migration

• Support legacy applications while migrating safely to a new operating system

• Test new operating systems in secure, clean virtual machines prior to deployment

• Eliminate the need to port legacy applications

• Complete complex OS migration projects on time and on budget

• Increase operations efficiency by up to 50%

• Reduce desktop capital costs by 50-60%

• Minimize end-user pain during transition

Processor
• Intel ®Pentium ®II or later, or AMD Athlon or later, 

depending on host processor

Memory
• Up to 3.6GB, depending on host memory
• Maximum of 4GB total available for all virtual machines
• Supports PAE mode

IDE Drives
• Up to four IDE devices
• Hard disks can be virtual disks or physical disk devices
• CD-ROM or DVD-ROM drives
• IDE virtual disks up to 128GB

CD Drives
• CD-ROM (CD-Recordable or CD-Rewritable drive) or 

DVD-ROM drives based on IDE or SCSI drives on host
• CD-ROM can be physical devices or ISO CD-ROM 

images

SCSI Devices
• Up to seven devices
• Hard disks can be virtual disks or physical disk devices
• SCSI virtual disks up to 256GB
• Generic SCSI support allows devices to be used 

without need for drivers in the host OS

• Works with scanners, CD-ROM, DVD-ROM, tape drives, 
and other SCSI devices

• Mylex® (BusLogic) BT-958 compatible host bus adapter 
(requires add-on driver for Windows XP from VMware)

Graphics
• VGA and SVGA with VESA BIOS support

Floppy Drives
• Up to two 1.44MB floppy devices

Serial (COM) Ports
• Up to four serial (COM) ports
• Output to serial ports or host files

USB Ports
• Up to two USB 1.1 UHCI controller 
• Supports devices including USB printers, scanners, 

PDAs, hard disk drives, memory card readers, and still 
digital cameras

Parallel (LPT) Ports
• Up to two bi-directional parallel (LPT) ports

Keyboard and Mouse
• 104-key Windows enhanced keyboard
• PS/2 mouse
• Serial tablets supported

Ethernet® Card
• Up to three virtual Ethernet cards
• AMD® PCnet™-PCI II compatible

Sound
• Sound output and input
• CreativeSound Blaster® Audio PCI compatible (MIDI 

sound and joysticks not supported)

BIOS
• PhoenixBIOS™ 4.0 Release 6-based BIOS with DMI 

version 2.2/SMBIOS support for compatibility with 
system management tools and agents

Virtual Networking System
• Nine virtual Ethernet switches (three reserved for 

bridged, host-only, and NAT networking)
• Virtual NAT device
• Virtual DHCP server
• Virtual network adapter 
• Virtual network bridge with wireless and wired 

networking support
• Virtual networking system supports all popular 

protocols include TCP/IP, Microsoft Networking, 
NetBEUI, Samba, NetWare, and Network File System

• Built-in NAT supports client software using TCP/IP, FTP, 
DNS, HTTP, Telnet, and NetLogon

Host Operating Systems
• Microsoft Windows NT 4.0, Windows 2000,Windows XP, 

Windows Server 2003
• Popular Linux distributions

Guest Operating Systems
• Microsoft Windows Server 2003, Windows XP, Windows 

2000, Windows NT® 4.0, Windows Me, Windows 98, 
Windows 95, Windows 3.1, and MS-DOS 6

• Popular Linux distributions including Red Hat, SuSE, 
and Mandrake

• FreeBSD
• Novell NetWare 6.0 and 5.x

S Y S T E M  R E Q U I R E M E N T S
Please see 
www.vmware.com/products/desktop/ws_specs.html 
for a complete listing of current system requirements.

S P E C I F I C A T I O N S
Each virtual machine provides a full PC that includes:
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• Increased memory capacity. Users 
can create individual virtual ma-
chines with up to 3.6GB of memory 
and use up to 4GB of memory for all 
running virtual machines. 

• Support for PXE. Support for pre-
boot execution environment (PXE) 
to boot and install operating systems 
into new virtual machines over an 
enterprise network.   

• Integration with Windows Perfor-
mance Monitor. Track virtual machine 
performance through the Windows 
performance monitor counters.

• Plug and Play USB devices.  USB 
devices connected to the host are 
seamlessly available to virtual 
machines. 

• Experimental support for Windows 
“Longhorn”. Users can install and run 
beta versions of the next version of 
Windows, code-named Longhorn. 

• Improved support for guests using 
Linux kernels in the 2.6 series. 

• Automatic check for product 
updates. 

• Broader device support, better 
performance and more powerful 
functionality than any other virtual 
machine software. 

• The only virtual machine software for 
the desktop that runs on Windows 
and Linux host operating systems.

• VMware Tools enhances performance 
and the integration between host 
and guest operating systems, en-
abling shared folders, drag-and-drop 
operations, and copying and pasting 
between guest and host.

• Virtual networking with NAT devices, 
DHCP server, and multiple network 
switches.

• Get the full functionality of native 
program debugging in a virtual 
machine with support for both user- 
and kernel-level debuggers.

• Take a snapshot, a point-in-time copy, 
of the running virtual machine state.

• Each virtual machine has: 

− Configurable memory size 

− Disk support with configurable size 

− CD and floppy support with physical 
device or virtual image file support 

− Device support for USB, DVD, CD-
ROM (Recordable or Rewritable drives) 

− Entire virtual machine saved into file 
images 
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